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Dear Friends 
We’re so glad to give you this first 
issue of the newsletter version of 
Enjoying the Surface, which is also 
the name of my blog and comes 
from a December 8th post (go 
check davidcostillo.com out!).  The 
phrase echoes Noah’s journey out 
of the ark in Genesis 8:  “Noah 
removed the covering of the ark 
and looked, and indeed the surface 
of the ground was dry….Then God 
spoke to Noah, saying, ‘Go out of 
the ark, you and your wife, and 
your sons and your sons’ wives 
with you. Bring out with you every 
living thing of all flesh that is with 
you: birds and cattle and every 
creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth, so that they may abound on 
the earth, and be fruitful and multi-
ply on the earth’” (vv.13-17).  
Much of this new journey for Jenni-
fer and I has felt much like what 
Noah and his family felt as they 
exited the ark—something new, 
something fresh, something excit-
ing, something scary.  We’re glad 
to be on the surface and are enjoy-
ing the abundance God prepared in 
advance for us to do.   
 

We’ve seen this abundance over 
the past few months as I settle into 
my staff role at The Leadership 

Institute.  January found me at TLI’s 
The Journey retreat, a 4-day retreat 
helping leaders make space for God 
in their busy lives.  As part of my 
training with TLI, I have joined the 
latest “generation,” or two-year co-
hort, on the retreat and enjoyed 
hearing the stories of around 25 
other Christian leaders who long to 
increase intimacy with Jesus and de-
crease the burnout in their lives.  
Members of the group are in pastoral 
and lay ministry in California, Texas, 
the Philippines, Nigeria, and Tanzania.  
Our next retreat time is in April.   
 

While The Journey is the main all-
hands-on-deck activity of TLI, mostly 
all of us on TLI’s staff also meet regu-
larly with Christian leaders for spiri-
tual direction.  TLI also offers the 
flexibility of allowing Jenn and I to 
utilize our own gifts and strengths to 
create new ministries where we see 
God leading us.  Two places we see 
for us in this is the creation of regu-
larly-planned, small and intimate mar-
riage retreats.  Presently, we are in 
the process of brainstorming what 
this would look like.  We envision 
opening our home on a monthly basis 
to three couples for a time of dinner, 
fellowship and time alone and as a 
couple to reflect on what God is do-

ing in the lives of our participants.  
One option would be for a couple 
to spend the night as part of a get-
away weekend.  We would ask for 
your prayers as we make a test run 
of this retreat in the months ahead.  
Please let us know if you’d like to 
be a part of the test run!  Pray that 
God would use these times of re-
freshing to strengthen the mar-
riages of those He sends us.  Pray 
also that we minister to those God 
sends us in a way that recharges 
them for future service of each 
other and of their communities.   
 

Another area where I am investing 
my time is in serving the missions 
communities at a variety of local 
and regional churches, helping mis-
sionaries home on furlough or get-
ting ready to go to the field better 
sense how God is at work around 
them so that their ministries over-
seas may be strengthened.  Please 
be praying for conversations I will 
have and for those I’ve had with a 
missions leaders.   
 

Perhaps you would know someone 
who could benefit from these min-
istries and “abound, be fruitful and 
multiply”—if so, let’s talk more. 
 

Peace, 
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Support Update 
Our total support raised is already at 35%, halfway toward our goal 
of raising 70% of income!  Thanks to each of you that have prayed 
and given to this end—God is clearly at work.  Future support helps 
us not only meet our own needs but lets us offer reduced rates for 
direction and retreats.  If you haven’t considered supporting us, 
we’d ask you to join us with gifts of $15-25 per month.  We 
appreciate the sacrifice this is for many of you during this tough eco-
nomic time.  Thank you for yoking together with us as we serve 
those God brings our way.  Send gifts to The Leadership Institute, 
PO Box 2471, Orange CA 92859, Attn: Costillo, or online at http://
www.tli.cc/donations/. 
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to confirm our role in serving at TLI.  
I see this each time I meet with my 
directees and help them more fully 
grasp what God is doing in their lives 
and enter into the continued call He 
has for them to minister from a 
greater understanding of who they 
are in Jesus.  Thank you so much  for 
joining in this.  

A Word from Jenn 

I know that Dave has been doing a great job in communicating our 
gratitude for your support of the two of us as we embark on our 
new ministry with The Leadership Institute.  In addition, I just want 
to extend my personal thanks and take a moment to reflect on the 
process and ministry thus far.    
 

Of course, these past few months have been infused with marked 
growth as both Dave and I learn to further trust in God’s timing and 
provision.  For me, my usual anxiety in this area has been low.  I’m 
not sure if this is because I have been consumed with my graduate 
studies and multiple jobs or if this is just the amazing provision of 
God’s grace and peace in the midst of uncertainty!  Realistically, I’m 
sure that it is most likely a little bit of both ;-)  During this time, I 
have been tremendously blessed by being able to see David grow in 
amazing ways through this new position as he is able to utilize the 
gifts that God has naturally given him and grown through his formal 
and informal education up to this point.  This, of course, is one of 
the most wonderful experiences to witness as a wife!  Thank you so 
much for your important role in facilitating and encouraging this 
process for both Dave and I.  
 

I look forward to the continuation of our relationship.  Dave and I 
greatly covet your prayers as we continue to press on in the midst 
of this significant transition.    
 

Grace and peace, 
 

The Leadership Institute 
PO Box 2471 

Orange, CA 92859 
 

davidc (at) tli.cc 
davidcostillo.com 

A Word of Thanks! 

Prayer Requests & Praises 

Over the past two months, we’ve 
sent out letters to over 250 of 
you to let you know of our new 
ministry.  You can imagine the 
fears that have risen within me in 
starting something like this during 
such a financial time!  Your en-
couraging words, prayers and 
financial support have continued 

• We’re praising because God 
continues to show His faithfulness 
as support comes in (thanks to so 
many of you!) and as I increase the 
number of directees to meet with 
in spiritual direction.  
• We’re praying as our marriage 

and missions ministries take shape.  
Pray with us that God allows us to 
impact local church missions minis-
tries, local missions agencies.  
• We’re praying as we continue to 
wait on God for more spiritual di-
rectees.   

• We’re seeking God’s will on 
potential teaching opportunities 
for David locally.  Pray with us 
that God opens the doors to al-
low him to teach spiritual forma-
tion to college students.  

Retreat Schedule 

We know that each of you live busy lives,  
which is all the more reason to get away 
for your own time of refreshment!  Please 
join David at an upcoming The Leadership 
Institute-sponsored retreat in the south-
ern California area.  These wonderful one-
day retreats provide relaxed time and un-
cluttered space for you to be alone with 
God and listen to His voice.  We host our 
Friday retreat dates and work with local 
churches to host our Saturday retreat 
dates (all retreats are 9am-4pm).  Please 
join us at any of our upcoming retreats: 
• Friday, April 9, 2010 (Center for Spiritual 

Development, Orange, CA).  (I’ll be  fa-
cilitating part of this day). 

• Friday, May 7, 2010 (Immaculate Heart 
Retreat House, Los Angeles, CA) 

• Saturday, May 15, 2010 (Creekside 
Christian Fellowship, Irvine, CA) 

• Saturday, May 22, 2010 (Vineyard Chris-
tian Fellowship, Ventura, CA) 

• Friday, June 4, 2010 (Center for Spiritual 
Development, Orange, CA) 

• Saturday, June 5, 2010 (Evergreen Baptist 
Church, Rosemead, CA) 

 

Online registration and information on 
future retreat dates can be found online at 
www.tli.cc.  It would be great to see you 
there!  

If you’re ever in our ne
ck of the woods in 

southern California, p
lease let us know!   

We’d love to see you.  
                           

D &J  
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